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Wednesday 09: Editor's Choice: Telegraph.co.uk: 80 galleries from LA to Bejing are
going to Art Dubai
2011-03-09

Regardless of the political turmoil in the Middle East galleries are turning up to the Gulf's
biggest and longest-running international contemporary art fair.
By Colin Gleadell

Prince Harry may have cancelled his polo trip to Dubai this month in deference to the political
turmoil in the Middle East, but at least 80 galleries from Los Angeles to Beljing are going to Art
Dubai, the Gulf's biggest and longest-running international contemporary art fair, which opens
on March 16. Although there has been a revolution in Egypt, a civil war looms in Libya,
protesters have been on the streets of Bahrain, and tanks are out in neighbouring Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates are like a sea of tranquillity amid all the unrest.

The reason is, basically, money. The local Emiratis are better off, better looked after, and
constitute only a fraction of the entire population anyway, the rest being expatriates. “It's a
different situation there — | don't foresee any problems,” says Conor Macklin of London’s
Grosvenor Vadhera Gallery, who is taking a roster of works by Indian and Pakistani artists to
woo the core of wealthy Indian art buyers who live there.

He will, however, see some changes. After four years running the fair, fellow London dealer
John Martin has stepped down, and has been succeeded by Antonia Carver, a former arts
journalist who has lived in Dubai for nine years working as both editor of the local arts
magazine, Bidoun, and as the Middle East correspondent for The Art Newspaper. Carver has
not only contacts but a developed understanding of the region's art. She also understands
how Art Dubai strives to be a vital cultural meeting point between East and West.

This is no longer a pipe dream. In Abu Dhabi, the £17 billion arts and cuiture project that will
house local Louvre and Guggenheim museums is under way and will be completed in the next
two to three years, and a rival art fair has sprung up, attracting some of the world’s biggest
galleries. Museums are also sprouting up in Qatar, where the 2022 World Cup is to be held,
attracting international attention. Underlining the collaborative spirit that exists between these
cultural hot-spots, Art Dubai's discussion programme begins at the newly opened Mathaf
museum for modern Arab art in Doha.

The forum programme, which is an important feature of the fair, will embrace such topics as
the relationship between art and fashion, and how artists reach out to new audiences, as
many will be doing in Dubai. Chinese artist Liu Ding, for instance, will be opening a store with
half-made paintings that he will ask customers to finish for themselves. His is one of five
“concept” stands from China, Egypt, Pakistan, Jordan and Indonesia that have been asked to
reflect on the experience of an art fair as simuitaneously commercial, educational and
entertaining. Another new feature will be the listening posts dotted throughout the fair, where
visitors will be able to hear dispatches from artists in their studios across the Middle East,
North Africa and South Asia regions.

Image: 'Indian Girls' by the American Graffiti artist Swoon, is for sale in Dubai priced at 22,000
dollars
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qui aligne plus de soixante-quinze exposants, présente un bon

B prés avoir collé aux attentes régionales, cette année, Art Dubali,
mix de galeries locales et internationales parfois trés pointues.

Nouvelle Babylone du Moyen-Orient, Dubai a failli connaftre une grandeur
et décadence biblique. La bulle hérissée de grues s'est |ézardée avec la
récession. Foudroyante, la crise immobiliére a stoppé tous les projets
pharaonigues, notamment les trois fameuses Tles artificielles. L'un des
principaux entrepreneurs de Dubali, la société Nakheel, a licencié en 2008
10 % de son personnel. L'émirat, qui prétendait faire cavalier seul, se
repose désormais sur I'aide d'’Abou Dhabi, qui lui a imposé de réduire ses
frasques et son libéralisme... Dubai y a laissé des plumes, mais,
aujourd'hui, elle est sortie de la tourmente, en se concentrant moins sur
I'immobilier que sur les services, en développant aussi I'infrastructure
locale. Si la galerie Basement a tiré le rideau, toutes les autres ont tenu
bon. De nouvelles structures ouvriront méme en mars, a l'instar d’'Etemad
et de Lawrie Shabibi. Fin janvier, un centre d’art et de loisirs baptisé
Pavilion a également ouvert ses portes. Pour preuve aussi I'excellente
réussite de la vente de la collection de I'Egyptien Mohamed Said Farsi,
organisée en octobre dernier par Christie’s. A cette occasion, la maison de
ventes a décroché le record de 2,5 millions de dollars pour une toile de
Mahmoud Said. Cette vacation a surtout permis & Christie’s de faire
grimper son chiffre d'affaires & Dubai de 117 % par rapport a 2009. « Dubai
survit a la crise. Les gens continuent a vivre, & dépenser leur argent »,
observe Isabelle de la Bruyere, spécialiste de Christie's.

SWOON, Indian Girls,
2010, 187 x 175cm,
hand-painted
blockprint on Mylarga,
courtesy galerie L.J.,
Paris_small
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‘Indian Girls' by Swoon See it at: Stand A28, Gallery LJ, Paris New York street artist Swoon is famous
for her cut-out paper figures appearing in cities, but she’s also an activist: she once got together with
friends and ate an inordinate amount of blueberry, cherry and apple pies — red, white and blue — only to
vomit them all up over the steps of the Fox News building in New York City.
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Western Artists Make New Inroads at Art D

ElLike 29 3 Tweet 8

By Anna Wallace-Thompson, Canvas Daily

DUBAI— Last year, “In The World But Don't Know The World" by
Ghanaian artist El Anatsui at London's October Gallery was one
of Art Dubai's most talked-about works. Stretching 33 by 18 feet,
made of multicolored bottle caps, and rumored to be priced in the
$1 million range, the monumental metal tapestry has remained
one of the fair's iconic images. This year the gallery has returned,
along with Anatsui. His majestic "Skylines" is smaller in size than
last year's work, and will be "displayed in a completely different
way, as more of a sculptural piece," explains the gallery's
Elisabeth Laloushek.

"I think what draws people to Anatsui's work is his use of the most
humble material and how he basically transforms it into gold," says
Laloushek. "It is a very alchemical process, and | think it is the
holding together of various contradictions that makes his work so
interesting.” Among art by the gallery’s host of Mideast names —
including Laila Shawa, Wijdan, Golnaz Fathi, and Rachid
Koraichi — is also a piece by Nigerian-American Nnenna Okore.
"Ashoebi II," a clay-and-burlap piece complements Anatsui's
fascination with the tangible and the tapestry-like.

October Gallery represents an increasing trend at Art Dubai of
Western galleries that have an intriguing blend of East and West in
their stable of artists. These include Viennese Galerie Krinzinger,
who are showing works by Gavin Turk, Eva Schlegel, and Valery
Koshlyakov alongside Kader Attia, Inci Furni, and Alfred
Tarazi. At New York's LTMH Gallery, pieces by Alexis Laurent
and Gayle Mandle hang alongside those by Shirin Neshat,
Farideh Lashai, and Afsoon. Beirut/Hamburg-based Sfeir-
Semler melds pieces by Phillip Taaffe, Christine Streuli, and
Elger Esser with those by Walid Raad, Akram Zaatari, and Timo
Nasseri.

Courtesy Galerie Nathalie Obadia, Paris/Brussels
Galerie Nathalie Obadia brought Joana Vasconcelos' "Material Girl," 2011, to Art Dubai.

AAAAAAAASAAANS

At Paris's Galerie Chantal Crousel, works by Allora & Calzadilla, Claire Fontaine, Gabriel Or¢
and Mona Hatoum are on display. Fontaine's "Diviser la Division," featuring alternating neon wor
Arabic and Hebrew, was produced for the Attfocus Biennial in Jerusalem and "is infused with a
critique concerning the partition of the country into two separate entities — Israel and Palestine,"
explains dealer Chantal Crousel. "The sentences in the two languages have a slightly different n
in meaning because translation itself functions here as a form of violence. It is an invitation to dra
lines — an urgent necessity in a conflict that seems to have no solution.” Meanwhile, Allora &
Calzadilla's "Intermission” is an intriguing series of woodcuts exploring leisure time during war, the
garish faces and strange setting depicting "U.S. soldiers in Irag playing an impromptu game of pc
donkeys during Halloween," Crousel says.

At Galerie Nathalie Obadia, new works by iconic Portuguese-based Joana Vasconcelos veer a
from her more recognisable crochet-covered animal heads (although these are on display too).
"Material Girl," a strange collage of different colors is part of the gallery's aim to "show that
Vasconcelos does not only do animals, but that she's doing something else — in fact, she has be
doing these paintings for almost seven years." More striking works can be found at a solo show ¢
Swoon's works at Galerie LJ from Paris. The American artist's graffiti-like drawings bear more th
passing resemblance to the stencils of Banksy. "Swoon has engaged a lot with the region, and d
two-month residency at the Townhouse Gallery in Cairo in 2009," explains director Adeline Jeu
was interested to see her artist view on Arab society and life in Cairo. This is therefore a work tha
seems relevant to be shown at Art Dubai.”

With galleries coming from as far and wide as Moscow, Porto Allegre, San Francisco, Paris, Bud:
and Melboumne, the works on show bridge the distances between these cities. Art Dubai and the
coinciding Sharjah Biennial, Crousel says, "offer an inviting way of reading and interpreting
contemporary art that encourages us, gallerists from all over the world, to present artists whose w
directly enlightening the time and the society in which we live, bringing new forms in rendering ou
experiences and our aspirations."
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JAPAN-BASED INTERNATIONAL ONLINE MAGAZINE FEATURES CREATIVE CULTURE.

Over five-star buffets, champagne top-ups and canapes on trays that seemed to chase attendees around the
galleries, the pre-opening party of the region’s biggest art fair was no ordinary exhibition. It was here, a night
before Art Dubai opened, that the biggest deals were made.

“How much is this one? My wife really likes it, so | want to buy it for her,” one visitor hollered at a representative of
one gallery. “$10,000,” the woman replied back. That was just the tip of the iceberg, some were sold for hundreds
of thousands of dollars on the night.

It is here, in this city that has been nicknamed ‘Do-buy’, that fine art and high commerce mix together to make
something truly unique.

Art Dubai was held between March 16th and 19th
for the fifth year and guests and exhibitors said
that the show had evolved. In addition to the core
venues, the Madinat Jumeirah and upcoming local

’/ galleries in Dubai, from this year, representatives
ART DUBAI from Doha, Bahrain and Abu Dhabi joined in.

16— 19 March 204 A7

\ 74 It was not immediately obvious that it was the first
i year that Paris-based Galerie L.J. was taking part
s in Art Dubai.
ly 4§ The gallery director Adeline Jeudy’s strong
- ® &7 connection with Middle East brought them to the
¥ ¢ , = UAE. “l also believe that there is a great potential
£ /‘1 - ...J.ﬁ.l with the art market in the region,” she told SHIFT.

'Cairo Woman' by Swoon, Hand-painted blockprint on Mylar,
200 x 140 cm, 2010. Courtesy of Galerie L.J.

One of the most eye-grabbing artists on display was Swoon,
an American woman who creates life-sized portraits of people
she meets using woodcut block prints and paper cut-outs.

She created her displayed piece ‘Cairo Woman'’ after her visit
to Egypt’s capital as a part of her project travelling around the
emerging countries.

She has been covering the streets of New York with her
signature cut-outs for over ten years. Her pieces can be
found in many museums across the US, as well as the Tate
Modern in London. Although Dubai itself is far from flourishing
with street art, Art Dubai proved that the interest is there.

“I wasn't expecting that quite a lot of local people already knew the work of our artist Swoon,” said Jeudy. This
Parisian contemporary art gallery had a huge success at the fair. Countless visitors told the gallery it was their
favourite booth from the fair. Such enthusiasm was beyond expectations, said Jeudy.
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She says that her through her experience of living in Cairo she can tell that art within the Arab world has definitely
gained momentum. “We definitely observe an evolution since the last three years,” she said. She said that for the
past ten years work from the region has largely been focused on Arab identity. However, recently more artists are
open to new issues, owing to more experience abroad and a broader mindset. The change has meant that the
work has become richer.

However, there is still room to grow for the region and for Dubai in particular. Jeudy said that the collectors at the
fair seemed to be attached to local artists. “I think it will take about five to 10 years to make the mentalities evolve,
to open the local collectors to something else,” Jeudy said. “There is a potential for foreign
galleries”, she added, “[but we] must be very patient”.

Art Dubai’s booth fee is not easy one for young galleries with limited finances. “Participating to Art Dubai again is
really a bet on the future,” she said.

The quantity and richness of the art on display left many wondering if four days are enough. Although money is a
large consideration at the fair, for many the biggest thing about Art Dubai is the benefit that it has on invigorating
the regional art scene. With several bustling galleries around the city and more springing up every year, it may not
be too long before the dreams of many are realised and Dubai becomes a leading city for the arts.

Art Dubai 2011

Date: 16th-19th March, 2011

Place: Madinat Arena, part of the beachside resort Madinat Jumeira
http://www artdubai.ae

Text: Mamiko Kawakami

Have a look at "Shift city guide dubai" for your information guide of dubai.
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