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Over five-star buffets, champagne top-ups and canapes on trays that seemed to chase attendees around the 
galleries, the pre-opening party of the region’s biggest art fair was no ordinary exhibition. It was here, a night 
before Art Dubai opened, that the biggest deals were made. 
“How much is this one? My wife really likes it, so I want to buy it for her,” one visitor hollered at a representative of 
one gallery. “$10,000,” the woman replied back. That was just the tip of the iceberg, some were sold for hundreds 
of thousands of dollars on the night. 
It is here, in this city that has been nicknamed ‘Do-buy’, that fine art and high commerce mix together to make 
something truly unique.  
 

 
Art Dubai was held between March 16th and 19th 
for the fifth year and guests and exhibitors said 
that the show had evolved. In addition to the core 
venues, the Madinat Jumeirah and upcoming local 
galleries in Dubai, from this year, representatives 
from Doha, Bahrain and Abu Dhabi joined in. 
 (…) 

It was not immediately obvious that it was the first 
year that Paris-based Galerie L.J. was taking part 
in Art Dubai.  
The gallery director Adeline Jeudy’s strong 
connection with Middle East brought them to the 
UAE. “I also believe that there is a great potential 
with the art market in the region,” she told SHIFT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
'Cairo Woman' by Swoon, Hand-painted blockprint on Mylar, 
200 x 140 cm, 2010. Courtesy of Galerie L.J. 
One of the most eye-grabbing artists on display was Swoon, 
an American woman who creates life-sized portraits of people 
she meets using woodcut block prints and paper cut-outs. 
 
She created her displayed piece ‘Cairo Woman’ after her visit 
to Egypt’s capital as a part of her project travelling around the 
emerging countries. 
 
She has been covering the streets of New York with her 
signature cut-outs for over ten years. Her pieces can be 
found in many museums across the US, as well as the Tate 
Modern in London. Although Dubai itself is far from flourishing 
with street art, Art Dubai proved that the interest is there. 
“I wasn't expecting that quite a lot of local people already knew the work of our artist Swoon,” said Jeudy. This 
Parisian contemporary art gallery had a huge success at the fair. Countless visitors told the gallery it was their 
favourite booth from the fair. Such enthusiasm was beyond expectations, said Jeudy. 
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She says that her through her experience of living in Cairo she can tell that art within the Arab world has definitely 
gained momentum. “We definitely observe an evolution since the last three years,” she said. She said that for the 
past ten years work from the region has largely been focused on Arab identity. However, recently more artists are 
open to new issues, owing to more experience abroad and a broader mindset. The change has meant that the 
work has become richer. 
 
However, there is still room to grow for the region and for Dubai in particular. Jeudy said that the collectors at the 
fair seemed to be attached to local artists. “I think it will take about five to 10 years to make the mentalities evolve, 
to open the local collectors to something else,” Jeudy said. “There is a potential for foreign 
galleries”, she added, “[but we] must be very patient”. 
Art Dubai’s booth fee is not easy one for young galleries with limited finances. “Participating to Art Dubai again is 
really a bet on the future,” she said. 
 
The quantity and richness of the art on display left many wondering if four days are enough. Although money is a 
large consideration at the fair, for many the biggest thing about Art Dubai is the benefit that it has on invigorating 
the regional art scene. With several bustling galleries around the city and more springing up every year, it may not 
be too long before the dreams of many are realised and Dubai becomes a leading city for the arts. 
 
 
 
Art Dubai 2011 
Date: 16th-19th March, 2011 
Place: Madinat Arena, part of the beachside resort Madinat Jumeira 
http://www.artdubai.ae 
Text: Mamiko Kawakami 
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