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FROM THE PRATT INSTITUTE TO THE DARKENED CC?JENEEE OF CITY STREETS, YEN TAKESIHA:
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LOOK AT THE ARTIST SWOON AND THE JOURNEY THAT'S PUT HER WHERE SHE IS TODAY

Swoon kit ke strests back in 1999, A painfing shedent of the presfigious
Praitt Institute, frustrations soon led the young erfist on o quest for the new,
Welcome Swoon, the guiet avenger of beauty in the public spoce. Her
work can be found peeling off the city of Maw York's alleyways, buildings
end brick walls. Beoufiful and frogile poper cut outs, lovingly applied, she
creotes porfroits of the city"s inhobitonts and infurn a porrail of the gy,

awoon's work uses public spoce os on inclusive element 1o express
meaning. Polifically fuslled with a touch of anorchy, her poper culs ok vou
to guestion the ideas we have about |1..'|:;'|-:! SE0CA {:."ld comimynity ulnng
with our .'.--.'|| fl’HEdl.:-ln:j

THE PROCESS OF HER CREATIOMS

A labour of lowe, her art 15 created ot hamea taking up fo two weeks for
a single character to come to [Be. Painstalangty, loyers ome o out of eoycled
newsprint and then posted in the sfreets offen in the middla of the day in
|':.-'|':'i-:' YRRV,

There ja na axpacioton of BTN ECY, Lett to their own devices, Swoon's
warks will age, discalour, peal and rat like they hove their own lite force. ©
Iry to create something that hos o kind of life cydle. 11 goes up ond hos this
blossoming ond decoys also, © she explains. From her individual veniures
ity her collaborative projects, Swoon hos an ability 1o fake on the discorded
parts of lite and maoke them both oppecling ond socially inferactive.

AN ART POSSE FORMS

She formad the Toyshop Collactive with companions looking for o new
ovenue bor their art, but mone over a new means nierrefating arf anid living
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The collective instigote sponfanecus community ochivity from getfing kids (o
WOrk an group drawings and then pasting tham over billboards in the city
(ig it vandolism when it sounds so innocent?) or creating a junkyord
band” whare anyone can grab o can, o stick, or maybe jus! sing really
|-m..-:;l and gi;-l arodveg rlll_'.|l.'lr=g ruckus |‘|r|:ll.|:_'.||‘! fna Caly sireats, DE-E-I'I'J’-E"'.-’ al
course, “Ye're not trying to be destructive, We just do things that we think
should hoppen. Whather or not evaryone thinks it improves the space i3
irrg¢lavant, It's about doing something positive. Seaing an opening for
doing i ond just acheally daing &."

THEM THERE WAS MONEY TO BE MADE

Like so mony street artists of lote, Swoeon's work has generalad intarest
amongst exhibitors and collacion alike Having initiolly locked away from
ihe gaollerias, Swoon h—zgnn o make her gndry, Bdhibifing first in colloborations,
her first sola exhibition came :_:}_:-:h it th 2005 E-DI he pinnocie c:—"&lr:rp-q:.'ur,'
Y gﬂl!EPln' E'El‘-l;h & _'_1|-_'r"'-t:|:| represeniahion of har WOrk, tha sireais ware ra-
cregted within the gallary walls

FROM THE STREETS TO THE RIVER

5o fram here to porties with Domien Hirst and signature lines in Tokya?
Mot quite, AHer the Deitch show, Swoon wos back on the rondom trock,
thig {ime Fulfill ng o ir|l1r4:|-;'|r al bui ding a hoot Bnvironme ﬂ.|a||-|- r'|'i.gr.|j|-|: af
course) and was soon Hooling down the Mississippi on the ‘Miss Bockaway
Armada’. Tree to form, this project come obout s o large collobarative
effort of like-minded individuals in o quest 1o exalare allernative models
for the way we live. Damn hippias @








